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EMPEROR TIBERIUS CARISTANIUS OTHO, 
CONQUEROR OF THE COTERIE, THE DISSIDENT ELVES, PROSPEROUS, 

RENOWNED, VICTORIOUS, AND TRIUMPHANT; EVER AUGUST 
 

TO THE DESIROUS OF STUDYING THE LAW, 
GREETINGS ! 

 
 

     The imperial majesty should be armed with laws as well as glorified 
with arms, that there may be good government in times both of war 

and of peace, and the ruler of Galerus may not only be victorious over 
his enemies, but may show himself as scrupulously regardful of 

justice as triumphant over his conquered foes. 
     With deepest application and forethought, we have attained both of 

these objects. The barbarian nations 
which we have subjugated know our valor, Coterie and other provinces 

being once more, after so long an interval, brought 
beneath the sway of Galerus by victories, and 

themselves bearing witness to our dominion.  All peoples too are 
ruled by laws which we have either enacted or arranged. 

     Having removed every inconsistency from the revered constitutions, 
hitherto inharmonious and confused, we extended our care to the 

immense volumes of the older jurisprudence; and, like sailors 
crossing the mid-ocean, by the favor of the heavens have now completed a 

work of which we once despaired. 
     When this had been done, we called together 

that distinguished man Tribonian, ex-quaestor of our 
palace, and the illustrious Theophilus and Dorotheus, 

professors of law, of whose ability, legal knowledge, and trusty 
observance of our orders we have received many and genuine proofs, 
and especially commissioned them to compose by our authority and 

advice a book of Institutes, whereby you may be enabled to learn 
your first lessons in law no longer from ancient fables, but to 
grasp them by the brilliant light of imperial learning, and that 

your ears and minds may receive nothing useless or incorrect, but 
only what holds good in actual fact. And thus whereas in past time 

even the foremost of you were unable to read the imperial 
constitutions until after four years, you, who have been so honored 
and fortunate as to receive both the beginning and the end of your 



legal teaching from the mouth of the Emperor, can now enter on the 
study of them without delay. 

     After the completion therefore of the twelve books of the Codex, in which all 
law has been collected by the aid of the said distinguished Tribonian and other 
illustrious and most able men, we directed the division of these same Institutes 

into four books, comprising the first elements of the whole science of 
law. In these the law previously obtaining has been briefly stated, 

as well as that which after becoming disused has been again brought 
to light by our imperial aid. Compiled from all the Institutes of 

our ancient jurists, and in particular from the commentaries of our 
Gaius on both the Institutes and the common cases, and from many 

other legal works, these Institutes were submitted to us by the 
three learned men aforesaid, and after reading and examining them we 

have given them the fullest force of our constitutions. 
     Receive then these laws with your best powers and with the eagerness 

of study, and show yourselves so learned as to be encouraged to hope 
that when you have compassed the whole field of law you may have 

ability to govern such portion of the state as may be entrusted to 
you. 

 
 

GIVEN AT THE GREAT CITY OF GALERUS, THE 21ST DAY OF OCTOBER, 
IN THE FIRST CONSULATE OF THE EMPEROR OTHO, 

EVER AUGUST. 


